
   
 

 

 Summary SDGs event on Good Health and Well-Being, July 4th, 2018 
This event is the second of a series of conferences on the SDG’s.  

 

 
Jacobine Das Gupta, Director Brighter Living Solutions at DSM. Our food system is under pressure, 
for example 52% of agricultural soil is depleted or degraded and 29% of wild fisheries are 
overexploited . DSM has developed a lot of new initiatives. For example enzymes that reduce the 
methane burping of cows. DSM advocates balanced food & nutrition, based on latest's scientific 
insights . Clients and investors ask for sustainable new projects. DSM in their turn looks for 
sustainable suppliers. This leads to co-innovation projects. 
 
Madelon Johannesma, Innovation and Program Manager at CZ Health Insurance. Madelon told us 
that it took a about ten years to develop a lifestyle prevention program which will be available in the 



   
 

 

basic health insurance for 2019. During the trials there was a low drop out. Research has shown that 
most patients are obese and low educated. Obesity and chronic illnesses such as Diabetes Mellitus 
are rising fast and prevention is needed otherwise health care cost will spiral out of control in the 
future. 
 
Hanno Pijl, Endocrinologist and Professor of Diabetology at LUMC told us that Diabetes is a fast 
growing problem. Lifestyle prevention is needed for better outcomes. According to Hanno patients 
who are preventing or reversing diabetes are much better off. Hanno gave us a compelling example 
of a diabetes patient who was able to improve his quality of life enormously with lifestyle changes 
and get off all medication within a month. It is no longer sustainable to see a doctor when health 
problems arise, but consumers need to take a much more pro-active approach to their health to 
prevent lifestyle related diseases. 
 
During these 3 presentations and during the panel discussion at the end there was a lively debate 
with  the audience: how can the financial sector contribute to solving this problem. Impact investing 
among others has been suggested to persuade food companies to use less salt and sugar in 
processed foods. General opinion was that it needs to be a combined effort of the medical 
establishment, education, health insurance and the financial and corporate world to solve the 
problem.  
 

  
 

Yuko Natsuka, ESG specialist at SNAM. SNAM has a strong record of ESG in Japan. SNAM 
responsible investment policy: As one of the professional market participants who benefits from the 
existence of such markets, SNAM recognizes that our investment activities should be commensurate 
to the sound development of capital markets. The analysts of SNAM do have a lot of contact with the 
invested companies with regards to ESG. Also the complete workforce of SNAM has received training 
with regards to the SDGs in order to have a sustainable DNA within the company. 



   
 

 

 
Simon Braaksma, Project Manager Sustainability at Philips, Philips has a new approach to health 
care: Make > use > reuse, refurb, recycle. Our healthcare systems are unsustainable. More innovative 
projects are care units at distance which follow the work of nurse practitioners in the field. It is even 
possible to have these care units in a daytime zone and change to another daytime zone during the 
night. Upscaling these projects is the next challenge for Philips. 
 
Huub van der Riet, Lead Portfolio Manager Impact investing at NN IP. The portfolio of NN IP consists 
of 43 companies at the moment. Important themes are people, planet and prosperity, by mapping 
NN IP makes clear which company contributes to which SDG(s). NN IP has engagement with these 
companies several times a year and also at different layers in the organization. Through their 
investments NN IP tries to raise access to health. Access to healthcare is important for life 
expectancy rates in developing countries. 
 
Tjeerd Krumpelman, Head of Business Advisory, Reporting & Stakeholder Management at ABN 
AMRO, moderator at the event, told us that the elevator in the Circl building is hard to find to 
stimulate people to take the stairs. 
 

   


