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oekom Sustainability Solutions Assessment

 

Background                                                                            

The UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) were endorsed in Sep-
tember 2015 and target not only the international community and public 
sector, but are also directed at the private sector.

The support of corporations and capital markets is essential, if the  
17 SDGs and 169 targets for sustainable development are to be achieved 
by 2030. Attaining these goals will depend to a great extent on the actual 
contribution companies are making towards the necessary transforma-
tion and on investors developing effective impact-investment strategies. 
It can be expected that the signatory states will pass regulations and 
guidelines imposing further obligations on the private sector. As such, 
business models which are oriented towards the sustainability objectives 
will not only afford opportunities for investors, but also mitigate risks.

The SDGs hold out the following ways for companies and investors to 
achieve the goals:

•  “Act responsibly” – responsible business conduct in the respec tive 
role (e.g. as employer, taxpayer, consumer of resources, producer of 
waste/emissions et al).

•  “Find opportunity” – invest in innovative products and services 
which contribute directly towards achieving the sustainability goals. 

Investors will be well-advised to consider the resulting regulatory changes 
and business transformation early on. This means that investors will not 
only have to make investment decisions based on the way companies 
manage industry-specific sustainability challenges. Additionally, invest- 
ment decisions will increasingly need to include whether, and how, a 
company’s products and services contribute directly towards sustain-
able development. Rating and research information oriented exclusively 
towards management pratices and good governance would fall short 
here. This information will need to be supplemented with an accurate 
and detailed analysis of the impact of the product portfolio.

Methodology                                                                            

As the UN SDGs primarily target states and the public sector, not all of 
the goals are relevant for companies. For this reason, oekom research 
defined a total of 15 sustainability objectives which are closely aligned 
with the SDGs. They are used to assess companies’ product portfolios in 
terms of their contribution towards sustainable development. For each 
individual objective, a qualitative analysis is conducted to determine 
whether a product or service category makes a significant or limited 
net contribution towards attaining the objective; whether it has neither 
an explicitly positive nor an explicitly negative impact; or whether the 
product or service actually acts as a limited or significant obstruction 
towards attaining the objective. As a result, the positive and negative 
effects of different product groups may partly cancel each other out 
within a given objective.

Summary
The oekom Sustainability Solutions Assessment provides inves-
tors with detailed information and data regarding the impact 
of a company’s product and services portfolio towards the UN 
Sustainanable Development Goals (SDGs).

The oekom Sustainability Solutions Assessment offers investors 
the following benefits:

•  Classification of a company’s product and services categories 
with respect to 15 sustainability objectives 

•  Assessment of the “net” impact of each product group per 
objective along a 5 point scale

•  Access to 75 individual data points, including respec tive net 
sales on a percentage basis

•  Ability to identify companies, whose overall business makes a 
positive or negative contribution towards attaining the SDGs

•  Ability to identify companies that provide solutions towards 
specific sustainability challenges, such as climate change, 
water conservation or gender equality

oekom research supports the SDGs



January 2017 · page 2

• Achieving sustainable agriculture & forestry
• Conserving water
• Contributing to sustainable energy use
• Promoting sustainable buildings
• Optimising material use
• Mitigating climate change
• Preserving marine ecosystems
• Preserving terrestrial ecosystems

• Alleviating poverty
• Combating hunger and malnutrition
• Ensuring health
• Delivering education
• Attaining gender equality
• Providing basic services
• Safeguarding peace

The individual product or service assessment is done along  
five categories:

For each of the thus-classified product and service categories, the  
corresponding revenue percentage is stated. 

Under the oekom Sustainability Solutions Assessment, oekom research 
provides the results of its impact analysis in form of a detailed data-set. In 
addition, a condensed version of the comprehensive product assessment 
is also integrated gradually into the oekom Corporate Rating. This provides 
investors with a comprehensive assessment of the company’s sustain-
ability performance – considering the company’s ESG management and 
performance, as well as the impact of its product and  service portfolio.

Our Service                                                                            

•  Access to raw data: oekom research offers its clients bespoke data 
feeds, based on the oekom Sustainability Solutions Assessment

•  Sustainability Solutions investment universes: Customised  
investment universes comprised of companies specialised in  
and/or offering solutions for various sustainability topics 

•  Thematic investment universes (e.g. with respect to water, climate, 
health etc.): Customised investment universes comprised of  
companies which generate part of their revenues from specific,  
sustainability-related activities.
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oekom research AG is one of the world‘s leading providers of information on the 
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